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Economics of Palm Production in Matrouh Governorate

Dr. Mohammed Ali Mohammed Sukkar

Socioeconomic Studies Dept..Desert Research Center

Summary :

The research aimed to identifying the current situation of date palm production
in Matrouh Governorate and identifying the most important factors affecting the
production function for concluding some recommendation which contribute to
improve the palm productivity .The research depend on statistical descriptive and
econometric approaches for estimating the time trend equations of cultivated
area.production.yield (2000-2015) and using OLS in the double log form(Cob-
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Douglas)for estimating the production function for a sample in Siwa oasis account 78

farms distributed between 2 categories : (1 - 15) feddan and the second category (15 -
more).
The results showed that the cultivated area of palm in Egypt increased by 2.3

thousand feddans. with a significant increase of about 2.5% annually. The number of

productive females is growing annually by about 5.52 % annually. The annual
production of palm trees is growing annually by 0.02 % .The results showed that the
production function of date palm crop in Matrouh governorate is statistically
significant between the quantity of production of dates and cultivated area .human
labor . chemical manure. organic manure. and number of trees. The increase of the

previous inputs by 1 % leads to an increase in the quantities of palm trees produced

by 0.40%. 0.30%. 0.1%. 0.2%. 0.1 %and 0.33%. respectively. The increase in the
y p y

coefficient of the area component is explained by the fact that increasing the
cultivated area leads to an increase in total production. .also they depend on human
labor intensively in the production of date palms and the resurrection of the
agricultural processes. The second category indicates to a statistical significat positive

relationship with human labor. machinery. chemical manure. organic manure. and
number of trees. as they increase by 0.2%. 0.03%. 0.25%0.2% 0.20% and 0.45 %

respectively referring to the increasing return to scale The research also found that
the profitability of invested pound acccount 69% . 55 % for the two catogeries
respectively.

The economic indicators showed that the exploitation of agricultural land in
producing date palm in Matrouh is highly productive and economic. which means the
possibility of expanding the production of dates based on many of the productive
components. namely the availability of agricultural land and the appropriate climate
in addition to agricultural expertise.

Recommendations are:

(1) increasing the number of palm trees on farms to reach the optimum farm scale. to
.subsidizing farms with fewer trees than the optimal size.providing marketing
support for farms with optimal scale sizes .

(2) Put attention for dates marketing to increase producer share of consumer price

by reducing production and marketing costs.
(3) Conduct similar scientific studies for all date cultivars cultivated in each

governorate to identify the best type in the economies of scale.



