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The competitiveness of Egyptian Rice in the Most Important

International Markets
Dr. Tahany Saleh Mohamed Baumy

Researcher in Agricultural Economics Research Institute
Summary

Rice is one of the important export agricultural crops in Egypt, which is
accepted by many international markets. The development of Egyptian exports,
especially agricultural, is the main objective of the State to provide foreign currency.
The problem of the study was the decline of Egyptian exports of rice during the past
years, the value of Egyptian exports of rice in 2016 accounted for 0.34% of the value

of global exports of rice.

The study aimed to describe the current status of Egyptian rice exports and the
most important factors affecting them. And study the total production of rice, national
consumption and domestic marketing and their impact on the amount of Egyptian
exports of rice.

The main findings of the study:
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1- The study of the production and consumption of rice in Egypt during the
period (2002-2015) showed a decrease in the cultivated area and therefore the total
production of barley rice and white rice decreased. It also showed a decrease in the
amount available for use of white rice, and consequently a decrease in average per
capita, especially with the continuous increase in the population.

2- Studying the economics of rice production in Egypt during the study period
shows the increase in both production costs and total income. The rise in some of the
indicators of economic efficiency studied, namely, the net yield per rice fed and the
gross margin, was also shown. And lower both the profitability of the pound investor
and the product incentive.

3- Study the development of global exports of rice during the study period
shows the high quantity and value of global exports. A study of the development of
Egyptian rice exports during the same period showed a decrease in the quantity and
value of Egyptian exports.

4-The study of indicators of competitiveness of Egyptian rice during the period
(2002-2015) shows the following:

- There is no stability in the quantity and value of Egyptian exports of rice to
increase the value of the index for one.

- There is a comparative advantage of Egyptian rice during the years 2014 and
2015 due to the increase in the index of two of them.

- The most important markets that import Egyptian rice according to the relative
importance of the Egyptian rice markets in 2015 is Belgium, followed by the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, followed by the United Kingdom.

- The State of Sudan is the first country to import Egyptian rice according to the
market share index, followed by Belgium, followed by Spain.

- According to the price competitiveness index between Egyptian rice and Indian
rice, Egypt has opportunities to increase its rice exports to Belgium, Kuwait, United
Kingdom, Netherlands, Spain, Romania, Saudi Arabia and Lebanon. As for Sudan
and the United Arab Emirates, there are no opportunities and possibilities for
increasing exports of Egyptian rice.

- According to the export efficiency index for rice in 2015, the export price of
Egyptian rice to foreign markets is estimated to be about 36% higher than that of the
local market. Thus, it is clear that Egyptian rice achieved export efficiency in 2015.

5- Using the simple linear regression model, the most important factors
affecting the quantity of Egyptian rice exports were calculated during the period
(2002 - 2015), showing the following:

- There was a statistically positive correlation between the quantity of rice exports
and the quantity of marketed surplus of rice.

- There was a statistically positive correlation between the amount of rice marketed
and the total amount of rice produced.

- There was a statistically significant positive correlation between total rice
production and rice area.

Among the most important recommendations recommended by the study are:
1- New varieties of rice need to be spawned, which require sparse periods of

irrigation and therefore use less water.

2- The guiding role should be taken to guide the farmers to carry out the technical
operations well.

3- sufficient information on Egyptian exports of rice and the most important
importing countries must be available.

4- Control of local rice markets should be tightened to reduce price distortions.




