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Current and Future Situation of Fish Production in the High Dam Lake

Dr. Mahmoud Mohamed Kotb Dr. Salwa Amer Khedr
Chief Researcher — Agricultural Engineering Senior Researcher - Agricultural Economic
Research Institute — Chairman of the branch Research Institute - Agricultural
of the High Dam lake Development Authority Research Center
Summary

The High Dam Lake is considered the largest Egyptian lake with respect to
area. The problem addressed by this research is that its contribution to total Egyptian
fish production is not exceeding 1.2% while it represents 9% of the total area of the
Egyptian lakes. The study aims at promoting the efficiency of the economic and
technical performance of the lake. The study depends on two sources of data which
are secondary published data and unpublished data. The study considered the
qualitative and the quantitative methods in analyzing data and in illustrating the most
important results which includes:
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—By studying the production trend of both fresh and salted fish an increase in fresh

fish production is observed while the production of salted fishes is retarded due to
the fact that the latter depends on immigrating fishes associated with the Nile flood.

— By studying the progress of the production of the cooperatives engaged in fishery
business in the lake it is evident that EI-Omm and EL Noubeya cooperatives are the
most important ones as their combined production represents 78.3% of the total
production the rest is produced by the remaining cooperatives which are Abnaa-
Aswan Takamol Misr Aswan Co. and others. It is also found that AI-Omm
cooperative suffers from annual production decrease while other cooperatives
witness increase in their annual production. With respect to fresh fish species the
Tilapia and Samos fishes represent are the most two important species for which a
production growth is observed. The other species undergo decrease in production

— Studying the factors affecting the production of fish in the lake show that a positive
association exists between the annual production of Tilapia fish in ton in one side
and the number of thefish fry added annually to the lake in million units the number
of fishing boats and the number of working days per year and the level of water in
the lake in meter in the other side. The increase of all or one of these factors results
in increasing the production in ton.

The study results revealed a number of obstacles that affect the fish production in
the lake In front of them: the existence of multiple supervising authorities the
ignorance of the findings of previous scientific studies conducted by the Fishery
research institute the low efficiency of fish hatcheries and the stopping of some of
them the low fees collected against fishery in the lake no lake shutdown is applied to
maintain lake inventory during reproduction periods and non-compliance with fishery
legislations and the prevalence of overfishing and illegal fishing.

The study gives some recommendations to solve these problems among these
recommendations:

—The merging of the multiple supervising authorities in one body to avoid conflicting
decisions and policies

—Encouraging local and foreign companies to invest in the High Dam lake to prevent
monopolizing the fishery business in the lake

—Empowering the Fishery research institute

— Establishing fish farms and recycling its water in cultivating shores and high lands.



