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Fish are an important source of food for humans, providing the necessary protein for
body development. Egypt's overall strategy for the fisheries sector aims to increase
the annual per capita fish share. Egypt has faced a fish deficit of around 380 thousand
tons in 2021. Despite various sources for developing the fish wealth in Egypt,
production doesn't align with these potentials. Egyptian fish exports have been
observed to fluctuate in both quantity and value, highlighting the need to study these
challenges to address them effectively. The research aims to assess the competitive
position of Egyptian fish exports by examining the fish trade balance, geographic
distribution of Egyptian fish exports worldwide, evaluating their competitiveness in
key markets, identifying major competitor countries, and understanding the primary
issues hindering fish exports to global markets. Research findings indicate a
consistent increase in the value of Egyptian fish exports during the study period, with
an annual increase of 2.54 million dollars, representing 12.7% of the average value
of Egyptian fish exports. Additionally, Egyptian fish imports have shown a general
upward trend during the study period, with an annual increase of 10.92 million
dollars, accounting for 9.1% of the average value of Egyptian fish imports during
this period. The trade deficit in Egyptian fish exports has also followed an increasing
trend during the study period, with an annual deficit increase of 8.38 million dollars,
representing 8.43% of the average trade deficit in Egyptian fish exports.
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Summary

Fish are an important source of food for humans, as they provide them with the protein
necessary to build the body. The general strategy for the fisheries sector in Egypt aims to increase
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the annual average per capita share of fish, as Egypt suffers from a fish gap of about 380 thousand
tons during the year 2021.

The problem of the research is that despite the many different sources for developing fish
wealth in Egypt, production is not proportional to the sources of that potential. It has been noted
that Egyptian fish exports suffer from challenges that lead to fluctuation in both their quantities
and their value, which necessitates studying these challenges to determine how Confronting them,
the research aims to identify the competitive situation of Egyptian exports Among fish, by
identifying the fish trade balance and the geographical distribution of Egyptian fish to countries
around the world, studying the competitiveness of Egyptian fish within its most important markets,
identifying the most important countries competing with Egyptian fish in its foreign markets, and
finally identifying the most important problems facing the export of fish to global markets.

The results of the research show that the value of Egyptian fish exports has taken a general
increasing trend during the study period, which is statistically significant. The annual increase
amounted to $2.54 million, representing 12.7% of the average value of Egyptian exports. The value
of Egyptian fish imports has taken a general increasing trend during the study period. Statistically
significant, the annual increase amounted to $10.92 million, representing 9.1% of the average
value of Egyptian fish imports during the study period, and the deficit in the trade balance of
Egyptian fish exports took a general increasing trend during the study period. Statistically
significant, the annual increase in the deficit amounted to 8.38 million. Dollars representing 8.43%
of the average value of the deficit in the trade balance of Egyptian fish exports.

It became clear from the study of the geographical distribution of Egyptian fish that the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia comes in first place with a percentage of 17.66% of the total amount of
exports, followed by the United Arab Emirates with a percentage of 17.54% of the total amount
of exports. They are considered one of the largest markets for importing Egyptian fish. The study
of the Saudi market showed that Egypt came in seventh place within the market with a percentage
of export volume amounting to about 5.8%, and it comes after Myanmar, Oman, Yemen, the
Emirates, Vietnam, and Thailand. It was shown that there is a comparative price advantage for
Egypt in the Saudi market, as the price of a ton reached 733.8 dollars/ton, which is less than
Average prices of imports from the Saudi market. It is clear from the price competitiveness study
that Egypt is first within the market by about 0.033, and Egypt came in seventh place with about
0.027. This indicates weak penetration of Egyptian fish exports into the Saudi market. It was found
that Egypt came in sixth place in terms of export strength. Within the Saudi market, where it
reached about 0.41, while a study of the Emirati market showed that Egypt came in ninth place
within the market with a percentage of the quantity of exports amounting to about 4.55%, coming
after India, Oman, Vietnam, Iran, Myanmar, Pakistan, China and Norway. It was revealed that
there is a comparative price advantage for Egypt in the Emirati market, where it reached The price
of a ton is $808.6/ton, which is less than the average price of imports in the Emirati market. It is
clear from the price competitiveness study that Egypt is second in the market with a score of about
0.014, after Myanmar with a score of 0.011. Egypt also came in ninth place with a score of about
0.033, and this indicates weak penetration of Egyptian fish into the Emirati market. It turned out
that Egypt ranked sixth in terms of export strength within the UAE market, reaching about 0.004,
and it turned out that there are many production, export, financing and import problems.
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