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The sugar beet crop is considered one of the important sugar crops for the
production of sugar. Its importance is due to the extraction of sucrose,
which has a high nutritional value and is used in human food as a source
of high energy. Sugar is also used in most food industries, whether in the
production of pastries, sweets, drinks, etc. Sugar beet is a dual-purpose
crop, as sugar is extracted from its roots and its green shoots are used to
feed farm animals. Its cultivation also improves the properties of the soil.
It is also grown in saline, newly reclaimed, and calcareous lands. Its
cultivation leads to providing many job opportunities in the field of
producing the crop in the field and in the field of manufacturing it to
extract sugar.

Sugar production in Egypt and the world depends on two main crops:
sugar cane and sugar beets. Sugar cane cultivation is concentrated in
southern Egypt, while sugar beet cultivation is concentrated in the
governorates of Kafr El-Sheikh, Western, Eastern, and Dakahlia Beheira.
Sugar beet production is no longer sufficient to establish sugar production
factories in most of these regions. Governorates: The average cultivated
area reached about 343.8 thousand acres during the period (2000-2020).
Sugar production in 2020 reached about 2.3 million tons of beet sugar and
cane sugar, representing about 62.1% of the total sugar production, while
sugar cane contributes about 0.86%. One million tons represents about
7.9 of the total sugar production in Egypt. Domestic consumption of sugar
in 2020 amounted to about 3.31 million tons, with a food gap estimated
at about one million tons.
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