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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT
This study examines the impact of Egypt’s agricultural trade policy on export
Article History growth, trade openness, and external dependency reduction. It assesses whether
Received: 5-1- 2025 these policies have enhanced food sovereignty in strategic crops and mitigated
Accepted:23- 2- 2025 agricultural trade vulnerability. Empirical findings indicate that agricultural

exports grew annually by 23% (2005-2013) and 20% (2014-2022), outpacing
the growth rates of agricultural imports (20% and 19.8%, respectively).

Keywords: Agricultural investments expanded at 16.3% and 20.2% annually during the two
Trade  Openness, periods. However, export growth remained insufficient to offset the rising
Degree of " import bill, constraining net agricultural trade gains. Despite Egypt achieving
Interdependence, an 82% self-sufficiency rate in food and agricultural products, the Gini-
Hirschman index for export and import concentration exceeded 40, indicating
market susceptibility and weakened trade efficiency. Notably, agricultural

Causal Relationship

export growth did not significantly drive total agricultural income, as revenues
were largely absorbed by import expenditures. Instead, fluctuations in
agricultural income were predominantly influenced by changes in total
agricultural investments.

The study recommends enhancing export diversification, expanding domestic
production of key agricultural and food imports particularly wheat to improve
self-sufficiency, and increasing investments in agro-industrial activities. These
policy measures are critical for strengthening Egypt’s agricultural trade balance
and economic resilience.
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Summary

The research problem attempts to answer questions about whether the Egyptian agricultural trade
policy, by taking numerous measures and procedures to develop agricultural exports and enhance their
competitive capabilities, has this led to a real growth in agricultural exports that contributes to increasing
trade openness to the outside world? What is the extent of reducing dependence on abroad and reducing
Egyptian agricultural and food trade dependency on the outside world, and does Egypt still maintain food
sovereignty in its most important strategic crops?

The aim of the research is to study the main variables associated with agricultural foreign trade and to
determine the current status of the efficiency of agricultural foreign trade, the extent of economic
exposure and economic dependency of Egyptian agricultural and food trade to the outside world.
Research results:

1. The decline in the ability of total agricultural exports to cover agricultural imports, and the
continued deficit in the agricultural trade balance, as indicated by the rate of exports covering
imports of about 15.5% during the study period.

2. The state of balance in the agricultural trade balance is close to 50% according to the degree of
economic participation index, and this indicates a deficiency in the efficiency of agricultural
foreign trade in achieving its goals.

3. The Egyptian economy is able to provide its food and agricultural needs with a dependency of
about 18%. This indicates the retention of significant agricultural and food trade sovereignty in
general.

4. The commodity concentration of Egyptian agricultural exports and imports affects its political
decisions and its submission to the conditions of exporting and importing countries.

5. The results of the analysis of the causal relationship between the variables under consideration in
the study indicated that the increase that occurred in total agricultural exports for that period was
not a significant cause of the changes occurring in total agricultural income during the period
(2005-2022), and this is explained by the fact that this increase in agricultural exports is spent
Mainly in paying the total agricultural import bill, which makes it lose its positive impact on
creating a significant change in total agricultural income.

6. The change in total domestic agricultural income causes changes in total agricultural exports,
given that the increase in the domestic product of agriculture will generate, through the effect of
the investment multiplier, an increase in agricultural production, which leads to an increase in
agricultural exports, which is also indicated by the causal relationship between the volume of
agricultural investments and the domestic product. From agriculture, the changes in this total
output are due to changes in total agricultural investments during the study period (2005-2022).

Research recommendations:
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1. Strengthen the policy of commodity diversification, enhance agricultural export development, and
expand production to replace agricultural and food imports, especially wheat, in order to improve

self-sufficiency.
2. Increase investments in agricultural activities and agricultural industrialization projects,
particularly in the food processing sector.
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